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distant tribe. The latter is generally well-clothed*
healthy, and vigorous; the former half-naked,
filthy, and enfeebled by intoxication, and many of
them without arms excepting a knife, which they
carry for the most villainous purposes." The
stronger tribes perceived quite as clearly as did
the Governor the ruinous effects of contact between
the two peoples, and the steady destruction of the
border warriors became a leading cause of discon-
tent. Congress had passed laws intended to pre-
vent the sale of spirituous liquors to the natives,
but the courts had construed these measures to be
operative only outside the bounds of States and
organized Territories, and in the great unorganized
Northwest the laws were not heeded, and the ruin-
ous traffic went on uninterrupted. Harrison re-
ported that when there were only six hundred war-
riors on the Wabash the annual consumption oi
whiskey there was six thousand gallons, and that
killing each other in drunken brawls had "become so
customary that it was no longer thought criminal."
Most exasperating, however, from the red man's
point of view was the insatiable demand of the
newcomers for land. In the years 1803,1804, and
1805 Harrison made treaties with the remnants of
the Miami, Eel River, Piankeshaw, and Delaware